
A g gres si v e  d r i v i ng  d i f f erent  f r om  road  r age
Road  rage req ui res w il l f ul

and  w an t on  d i sr eg ar d  f o r  t he
A ggressi v e  dr i v i ng   i s

def i ned  as  a  p ro gres si o n  of
unl aw f u l  d r i v i n g  a ct i ons  such
as:  spe ed i n g  -  ex c e ed i ng  th e
p osted  l i m it  or  dr i v i n g  to o  f ast
f or  co n di ti o ns,  i m pro per or
ex cessiv e  l ane  changi ng  f ai l ing
to  si gnal  i n ten t,  f ai l i ng  to  see
that m o vem ent can  be  m ade

States  e a ch  ye ar .  I t  i s
u nk n ow n  ex act l y  how  m any  of
th ose  crashes  are  caused  by
ag gr es si v e  d r i v i n g.  E st i m ates
i ndi c ate  the  num ber  to  be  sub-
stan t i al ,  based  on  the  v i o l -
t i ons com m i tted  by  the  dr i v ers
of  the  v ehi cl es  i nv ol v ed  i n  the
crashes  and  reported  by  l aw
enf orcem ent agencies as  the
contr i buti ng  f actor  of  the
crash.

saf ety  of  others.
A  nat i onal  su rv ey  sp o nsored

by  N H T SA  of  6,000  dr i v ers
o ver the  age  of si x teen  sh ow ed
that  the  pu bl i c  sup por ts
i ncreased  en f o rcem en t i ncl ud-

enf o rc em ent ,i ng p h oto
i ncr easi n g  sanct i o ns,  i nc reas-saf el y ,  o r  i m prop er  passi n g  -

f ai l i n g  t o  si g nal  i n ten t ,  usi ng
an  em ergency  l ane  to  pas s, o r

i n g i n terv ent i o n  by  v eh i cl e
occu pants  l an d  i ncreasi n g  p u b-

passi ng  on  the  sh o ulder . l i c  aw areness  of  r i sk s, as  w ay s
o f  red uci n g  t hese  ty pes  o fT he  " ag gressi v e  dr iv er '' f ai l s

to  co nsi der  the  hum an  el em ent
i nv o l v ed. T he anony m it y  of
bei n g  beh i n d  the  w heel  g i v es
aggressi ve  dr i vers a  f alse  sense
o f  c o n t r o l  an d  p ow er ;  th er ef o r e,
they  sel dom  tak e  i nto  a c coun t
the  co nsequences  o f  thei r

u nsaf e  dr i v i n g  pract i ces.
T h e  p ost ed  spe ed  l i m i t  i s  a

l aw  that  appli es to  al l t raf f i c
l anes. T ech ni call y  speak ing,
there  i s  n o  f ast  l ane  or  sl ow
l ane. I n  at le ast  21  states,
sl ow er traf f i c  'i s  ex pected  to
k eep  r i g ht , .  ex cep t ,  f o r  em er -
gency  v ehi c l es, w hi ch  are  per -
m i t ted to  ex c e ed  the  p osted
spe ed  l i m i t ,  bu t  on l y  w hen
thei r  l i g ht s  an d  si r ens  are  o n.
I n  som e  states  l aw s  spec i f y

ac t i on s.

A g gressi v e  D r i v i n g  v s. R oad
R age. T here  i s  a  d i f f erenc e.
A g gressi v e  dr i v i n g  i s  a  t raf f i c

o f f ense.

R oad  rage  i s  def i ned  as  " an
assault  w it h  a  m otor vehic l e  or
other dangerous w eapon  by  the
o perator  or  passen ger (s)  o f
an other  m otor vehi cl e  or

" keep  r i ght ex cept to  pass."
A c co r d i ng  to   N H T SA 's

T r af f i c  Saf ety  Fa cts  1 9 9 8,
ap pr o x i m at el y 6 ,3 35 ,0 0 0
crashes  occur i n  the  U ni ted

road rage is a criminal

offense.


